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Not Doing Anything Much in the Way of 
Excitement 
The letter I transcribed was written in September 9, 1942, and is 
written to an Evelyn, who seems to have a romantic-ish relationship 
with the man who wrote the letter. The man who wrote this letter is 
Clarence Clark, and he fancied Evelyn. One thing is certain, he 
maintained a frequent relationship through letters to Evelyn as he 
frequently is answering and asking questions to her. This implies 
their communication is not an isolated event, but rather a common 
occurrence. Clarence also has very legible handwriting, so it is 
possible he either wanted to make sure she could read what he had 
to say, or perhaps he is just a neat writer. Also of note is that of 
how Clarence immediately mentions he is not in danger and has not 
had any misfortunes to speak of, trying to ensure Evelyn of his 
safety and comfort her. 
In the writing of this letter, both news and 
flirting is common, and it is obvious Clarence 
was curious of happenings home in Iowa, and 
also wanted Evelyn to know what was 
happening in his life overseas. He also 
mentions some of his hometown 
acquaintances who are stationed nearby, 
letting Evelyn know that other Iowans are 
nearby, and that home is always somewhat 
close by because of it. He also includes 
several jokes, the best of which telling Evelyn 
not to become a housewife until he returns, giving off a playful vibe, 
and showing the two are obviously close. The writer obviously 
expects a response to this letter as he poses many questions and 
reminds Evelyn not to settle down until he gets back. Hopefully 
once more information is discovered in this document, after further 
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examination, we can see how and why these questions fit 
contextually. 
In general, casual rhetoric is used, and these two correspondents 
obviously know each other fairly well to have such a casual 
conversation during times of war. It would be interesting to see 
Evelyn's response to this letter, but unfortunately only one side of 
the story is presented. Regardless, this writer had a lot to say, when 
not much exciting was taking place. Therefore, given more eventful 
situations, perhaps a grave one, would the conversation be so 
casual? Likely not, but given this letter, the writer's purpose 
remains to keep in touch with his friend from home, and to make 
sure all remains well for those he cares about. 
The letter by Clarence to Evelyn from 
Northern Ireland writes with 
enthusiasm and little anxiety. The 
reason he is likely unconcerned about 
his safety at this time of being is due to 
the early days of the war in Europe 
having little to do with America. At the 
time of the writing of this letter, he is 
clearly stationed at a military base far 
away from any actual Axis troops. 
Therefore, what worries could he 
possibly have? In short, in the letter he 
either does not want to reveal weakness to Evelyn, or he simply 
does not have any fears at the writing of the letter. While the war in 
the pacific was starting to get bloody, the war in Europe for the 
United States was still in its 
Northern Ireland at this time was home to many Allied troops, and 
during 1942 received many visits from prominent military figures. A 
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base in Ulster served as a early stages. He mentions that he's seen 
one of "the younger fellows from my home town" who is stationed 
nearby, which means that someone else from around Carlisle, Iowa 
is nearby, as that is where Clarence is from. 
The writer seems concerned with the well-being of Evelyn, and 
overall just wants to hear from her more, which is obvious through 
the language he uses in trying to get her to write back. Their 
correspondence is frequent as he writes that he received her letter 
of September 1st and is writing back as soon as he got it, in 
addition there are many other letters from Clarence in the archives. 
Overall, it would appear that he deeply cares about Evelyn, but he 
does not directly say that he loves her or anything of that sort, so it 
is difficult to tell if the relationship is that of a romantic nature. One 
factor that may point to it being a romantic interest is that of when 
Clarence talks about how the girls in Ireland are not as good as 
American girls. Whether this is his actual belief or not will never be 
known, but it sounds like he is trying to comfort Evelyn that he has 
not been getting with other women. Regardless, he seems to want 
her to know he is safe and well. primary jumping point for the 
United States to go into Europe. Therefore, it is likely that this 
many was stationed as such, and is writing from either this base or 
one nearby. The army at this time also censored what the letters 
concerned, and he therefore likely could not tell what base he was 
specifically stationed at. He also mentions a local church which he 
remarks as being very old, as it is from the 18thcentury. This likely 
also relates with Evelyn’s interest in the church and involvement in 
many youth programs, which Clarence would be aware of as he 
knew Evelyn before the war. 
Overall, Clarence wishes for Evelyn to know he is well, and perhaps 
just wanted some comfort from the fact that he has a correspondent 
back home in Iowa who cares about him. 
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Written by: Dane Hanson 
